Chapter 1: Finding the Right Verb at the Right Time

Putting Perfect Tenses in the Spotlight

The perfect tenses tack has, have, or had onto a verb. Each perfect tense — past perfect,
present perfect and future perfect — also has a progressive form, which includes an -ing
verb. The difference between plain perfect tense and progressive perfect is subtle. The

progressive perfect is a bit more immediate than the plain form and refers {o something

-that’s ongoing or takes places over a span of time. In many sentences the plain and

progressive forms may be interchanged. Here’s when to use the perfect tenses:

§ » Past perfect places one event in the past before another event in the past. The

-verb in “Mike had dumped his dirty laundry in his mother’s basement long before she
decided to change the front-door lock” is had dumped, which is in past perfect tense. In
the sentence “Christy, Mike’s mother, had been threatening a laundry strike for years,
‘but the beginning of mud-wrestling season pushed her to the hreaking point, " had been
threatening is a past perfect progressive—tense verb.

1 Present perfect links the past and the present by describing an action or state of
being that began in the past and is still going on. In the sentence “Despite numerous
reports of sightings around the world, Kristin has stayed close to home,” the verb has
stayed is in present perfect tense. In “Kristin has been living within two miles of the

Scottish border for the last decade,” has been Izvmg is a present perfect progresswe—
tense verb,

L Future_ perfect implies a deadline sometime in the future. In the sentence “Before
sundown, David will have toasted several dozen loaves of bread,” will have toasted
is in future perfect tense. The verb in “By the time you turn on the television, Eye on
Cooking will have been covering the toasting session for two hours, with six more to
go " is will have been covering, which is in future perfect progressive tense.

| Practice, espec1ally with these verbs, makes perfect (Perfect tense, get it?) Try this example

and then plunge ahead. The verb you're working on appears as an infiniiive (ihe basic,
no-tense form) at the end of the sentence. Change it into the correct tense and fill in the blank.

Q. Kristin an acceptance‘speech, but the Spy of the Year title went to
Hanna instead. (fo prepare) . ‘
A. had prepared With two events in the past, the had signals the prior event The prepar-

ing of the speech took place before the awardmg of the title, so had prepared is the
form you want )

16. Mike ' on thin ice for two hours when he heard the first crack. (fo
. skate) ' ‘
17. Diane Mike for years about his skating habits, but he just won't
- listen. ( fo wam)
T8. Atter Mike R an hour in the emergency room, the doctor examined
" him and announced that the skater was free to go. (fo wait)
]9. After today’s skating tr:p ends, Davxd ' a total of 1,232 hours for his
. friend and . countless outdated magazines in the emergency room

family area. (fo wait, to read)
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Hitting Curveballs: lrreqular Fortus

Designed purposely to torture you, irregular verbs stray from the usual
tense. The irregularity continues in a form called the past participle. You don’t need to know
the terms; you just need to know what words replace the usual -ed verb configurations (sang

and sung instead of singed, for example).
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